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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS DEPARTS FOR US 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS DEPARTED ATHENS SEPT 24 

FOR NEW YORK TO ATTEND THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY. WHILE 
HE IS IN NEW YORK BITSIOS ALSO EXPECTS TO HAVE A 
SERIES OF BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER FOREIGN 
MINISTERS, INCLUDING SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE AND 
TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER CAGLAYANGIL. IN A STATE- 
MENT TO THE PRESS AT THE AIRPORT BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE, 

BITSIOS INDICATED THAT SINCE ELECTIONS HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN PROCLAIMED, HIS DISCUSSIONS IN NEW YORK 
WITH VARIOUS FOREIGN MINISTERS WILL BE OF AN 
INFORMATIVE, RATHER THAN A SUBSTANTIVE, NATURE. 

ALTHOUGH, HE SAID, HE WOULD, OF COURSE, PROMOTE 
THE POSITIONS OF THE GOG AND SEEK TO OBTAIN SUPPORT 
FOR THEM, THE FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS MEANT HE COULD 
MAKE NO COMMITMENTS IN NEW YORK, LEAVING THAT FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT TO BE FORMED AFTER THE NOV. 20 ELECTIONS. 

2. IN REPLY TO A QUESTION ABOUT HIS MEETING WITH 
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THE SECRETARY, BITSIOS SIAD, "THE SUBJECT OF THE NEW 
AMERICAN AMBASSADOR TO ATHENS, MR. SCHAUFELE, WILL 
BE DISCUSSED... AS HAS ALREADY BEEN AGREED. AND 
DURING THIS DISCUSSION I WILL PRESENT THE VIEWS OF 
THE GREEK GOVERNMENT ON THE SUBJECT." IN REPLY TO 
ANOTHER QUESTION CONCERNING HIS MEETING WITH THE 
TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER, BITSIOS REPLIED, "WE ARE 
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INTERESTED IN LEARNING THE INTENTIONS OF THE NEW 
TURKISH GOVERNMENT ON THE SUBJECTS WHICH WE CON- 
FRONT WITH TURKEY, SUCH AS THE CYPRUS PROBLEM AND 
OTHER BILATERAL QUESTIONS." 

3. IN A FRONT PAGE STORY ON SUNDAY, SEPT 25, 

LIBERAL OPPOSITION TO VIMA WRITES THAT THE US-GREEK 
DCA AND AMBASSADOR SCHAUFELE'S STATUS WILL BE THE 
PRINCIPAL SUBJECTS OF FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS' 
DISCUSSIONS WITH SECRETARY VANCE. THE ARTICLE 
CLAIMS THAT, BASED ON "ABSOLUTELY VERIFIED INFORMA- 
TION", THE GOG HAS ALREADY ADVISED THE USG IT WOULD 
BE ADVISABLE TO POSTPONE SIGNATURE OF THE 

DCA IN VIEW OF THE PRE-ELECTORAL PERIOD IN GREECE. 

THE AMERICANS, THE STORY CONTINUED, "SHOWED UNDER- 
STANDING" AND ACCEPTED THE GREEK REQUEST, ALTHOUGH 
THEY INSISTED THE AGREEMENT BE SIGNED AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. ACCORDING TO THE STORY, THE GOG GAVE AS 
ITS REASONS FOR REQUESTING THIS POSTPONEMENT ITS 
DESIRE TO PREVENT THE TEXT OF THE AGREEMENT FROM 
BECOMING A CAMPAIGN ISSUED, WHICH WOULD HEIGHTEN 
ANTI-AMERICAN FEELINGS IN THE COUNTRY AGAIN. 

4. AT THE SAME TIME, THE STORY GOES ON, THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT AMBASSADOR SCHAUFELE WILL COME TO 
GREECE IS CONSIDERED UNLIKELY. "ANY ’DEVELOPMENT' 
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IN THE ISSUE, WHICH WOULD PROVOKE IMMEDIATE 
REACTIONS BY PUBLIC OPINION AND GIVE THE OPPOSITION 
PARTIES THE EXCUSE TO ACCUSE THE GOVERNMENT OF 
GIVING IN TO AMERICAN PRESSURES, IS COMPLETELY 
EXCLUDED FROM THE GREEK SIDE DURING THE PRE- 
ELECTORAL PERIOD." THE STORY THEN ALLEGES THAT THE 
EMBASSY HERE HAS BEEN CONVINCED THAT AMBASSADOR 
SCHAUFELE'S COMING TO ATHENS WOULD HAVE A NEGATIVE 
EFFECT ON THE FURTHER IMPROVEMENT OF US-GREEK 
RELATIONS. (COMMENT: WE IMMEDIATELY CALLED 
POLITICAL EDITOR JOHN KARTALIS, WHO WROTE THE STORY, 
TO QUESTION HIM ON THIS ALLEGATION. KARTALIS ADMITTED 
THAT HE DID NOT GET THE INFORMATION FOR HIS STORY 
FROM AMERICAN SOURCES. THOUGH, HE SAID, HE COULD NOT 
REVEAL HIS SOURCES, HE COULD REVEAL THA THE INFORMA- 
TION CAME FROM CONTACTS HE HAS IN THE MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS.) 

5. 

5. A DESPATCH FROM TO VIMA NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT 
EFSTATHIADES FOLLOWS THIS ARTICLE. EFSTATHIADES 
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REPORTS THAT INDICATIONS IN WASHINGTON ARE THAT 
THERE IS "NO SUCH BRACKETS SCHAUFELE CLOSE BRACKETS 
ISSUE." IN WASHINGTON, HE CONTINUEE, THEY SAY IT IS 
ATHENS WHICH "SAYS THE MATTER WILL CONCERN THE TWO 
MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS" WHEN THEY MEET. 
ACCORDING TO INFORMED CIRCLES, EFSTATHIADES REPORTS, 
MR. SCHAUFELE "IS ALWAYS AMBASSADOR TO ATHENS" AND 
HE WILL GO THERE AS SOON AS GREECE RAISES ITS 
OBJECTIONS. 

6. COMMENT: WE HAVE HAD NO QUESTIONS ON THE TO 
VIMA STORY NOR HAS IT BEEN PICKED UP, AS YET AT 
LEAST, BY ANY OTHER PAPER TODAY. ONLY TA NEA 
(TO VIMA'S SISTER PAPER) CARRIES THE EFSTATHIADES 
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STORY FROM NEW YORK. 

MILLS 
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